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Abstract 

The objective of this paper is to identify how small and medium business in the state of 
Rio de Janeiro, can overcome the implementation barriers of cleaner production and as a 
consequence become more eco-efficient. In that context, the methodology used was the 
research and exploration of the available biography in order to identify the main known 
barriers for the implementation of cleaner production in the world and in Brazil, and its 
application and similarities to small enterprises located in Rio de Janeiro. As a result, a 
proposal for a strategic plan was developed including enabling actions for the adoption of 
cleaner production directed to the specific cases found in the small and medium 
companies of the Rio de Janeiro State. 
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