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Abstract  

This paper aims to explore the role of institutional capacity building in the development of a circular economy. The 
study was conducted using open-end interviews with firms and other actors about the industrial symbiosis in the 
United Kingdom in the light of the particular conditions of the National Industrial Symbiosis Programme (NISP) 
experience. A content analysis methodology was applied to the interviews results. Our survey indicates that 
limited institutional capacity building imposed real constraints of a circular economy. The phase-out of industrial 
symbiosis in the UK has raised several concerns that should be taken into account. Our results demonstrate that 
knowledge and relational resources and mobilization capacities were weakly developed. Increasing knowledge and 
relational resources enable companies to increase mobilization capacity. The design of circular economy should 
include critical importance of these institutional capacities which positively influenced its adoption as a long-term 
waste and resource availability solution among companies.  
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